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Going green good business for University
University of Minnesota business school gets high grades in sustainability

When the University of Minnesota needed a new building for the school of business, they turned to a Bulldog alumnus. The University’s new Labovitz School of Business and Economics is seeking LEED GOLD certification and project manager Brian Durand has seen the project through from beginning to end. Durand is a project manager with Oscar J. Boldt Construction, general contractor on the job which is a division of The Boldt Company. 


Durand graduated from the Duluth campus in 1988 and Boldt has been working on the campus since that time. ” I’ve seen the campus go through some unbelievable changes,” Durand said, “It’s been neat to know what it was like 20 years ago and be part of the buildings that have transformed the campus.”

Boldt is one of the region’s leading sustainable construction firms. The firm has completed 25 projects built according to LEED guidelines nationwide and has several projects underway that are seeking LEED certification or being built according to sustainable guidelines. The Labovitz School of Business has applied for LEED Gold certification; the project scored 42 points, passing the threshold for Gold Certification by 3 points.

The most recent project is a 65,000 sq. ft. three-story building with faculty, administrative and student support offices as well as classrooms, specialized teaching laboratories, lecture hall and conference rooms. Construction presented some challenges for the Boldt crews.


The primary design of the building called for re-routing a main street in the City of Duluth. Library Drive now passes underneath the building and a portion of the third floor. In that area, staff offices are over the road and are sound-proofed through a cast-in-place concrete floor. “It’s similar to some parking ramp construction with post-tensioning cables that run through the concrete slab to support the span,” Durand said.


As with many urban campuses, space is at a premium and there wasn’t room to put the road outside the footprint of the building. 


Construction was also challenged because the building was on a wet site in deep, dark red clay with an underground aquifer.


Several unique features in the building were structurally challenging: The building was designed using an insulated glass curtain wall and the main atrium has a (x) story opening so occupants can see to the skylight. “It’s almost an S-shaped glass building and there are no square corners,” Durand said. One of the most unique rooms is the lecture hall -- an oval shaped classroom attached to the building on one side.

Other sustainable features in the building are:

· Summer cooling and winter heating loads are reduced by thicker insulation, low-e glass and a thermally broken curtain wall.

· 75% of construction waste was reused or recycled.

· The site uses a surface storm water management system with sand and native plant filtration.

· The entire building uses water-efficient plumbing fixtures.

·  Half of the wood products used in the project are certified by the Forest Stewardship Council.

· The HVAC system uses occupancy sensors and a sensible heat recovery system. 
· There is extensive use of materials with high recycled or rapidly renewable content including:

· Fly ash was used in concrete as a binding agent thus keeping the waste product out of landfills.
· High-recycled-content steel for structural framing and reinforcing bars in the concrete

· Bamboo flooring in the lecture hall

· Linoleum flooring in classroom and departmental/staff workrooms (also biodegradable)

· Bentley Prince Street and Interface carpet tiles (Green Guard Certified)

· Knoll furniture (Green Guard Certified)

· DesignTex and Maharam fabrics

· Dal Tile ceramic tile for toilet room floors (also locally produced)

· Knoll fabric wallcovering

The Boldt Company provides master planning, design management, general contracting and construction management services to customers in a variety of industrial, institutional, healthcare, commercial and renewable energy markets nationwide. Oscar J. Boldt Construction is one of the Midwest’s largest contractors and is among the top-ranked general contractors in the nation. Headquartered in Wisconsin, the company has 13 offices throughout the United States. www.boldt.com.

