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The Boldt Company Honored for Safety Record
Firm gains Governor’s Safety Award
Cloquet, MN - The Boldt Company earned the 2008 Minnesota Governor’s Safety Award for Outstanding Achievement in Occupational Safety from the Minnesota Safety Council at its Annual Safety & Health Conference. 
In 2008 The Boldt Company logged almost 3.2 million man-hours in construction.  Based on the total number of work place incidents, construction is considered to be the most dangerous industry in the U.S.  At Boldt, the commitment made throughout the company to improving safety is reflected most importantly in the ability to return workers safely home to be with their families.  

In making the awards, the Minnesota Safety Council solicits injury information from workplaces and compares with national data along with a firm’s past performance, ongoing safety program and activities. Of the three award levels, the Outstanding Achievement Award recognizes a firm for continuing improvement and/or continuing their outstanding record. 
Last year, The Boldt Company received a meritorious achievement award. The Boldt Company is one of the largest construction services companies in the nation with Minnesota offices in Cloquet, Rochester and Grand Rapids.
Nationally, The Boldt Company’s incidence rate has trended well below the national average in the construction industry for many years. At any time, Boldt may have 200-300 active jobs nationwide and the firm employs an average of 1,000 direct- hire employees and several hundred subcontractors. 

A wide range of employees and jobsites are targeted under Boldt’s safety program with materials and training designed to educate and inform work crews. When reviewing improvements to the existing safety program, Boldt focused on common areas of exposure and created a communications program to change behaviors in those areas. Specifically communications and education materials focus on:

· Correctly tying off. Boldt crews have to physically be tied off if they are working six feet or more off the ground. Additionally, Boldt has purchased equipment specifically designed to minimize fall exposure such as aerial work platforms and specialized scaffolding.

· Lifting with your knees to limit back injuries. Both at jobsites and in office environments, Boldt has been a pioneer at incorporating ergonomics in the workplace.

· Keeping job sites clean so injuries are not caused by materials carelessly left on the ground.

· Inspecting and turning in damaged or broken tools.

· Boldt also tracks “near miss” events through a database to keep track of and learn from potential accidents.  Field supervisors have been reporting these incidents for five years. 
Boldt team members average 70-75 hours per person, per year in safety education. In addition:

· Each team member completes basic safety education followed by instruction specific to a task and jobsite. Team members on each job site participate in a daily 10-minute safety meeting to review that day’s issues.

· Boldt employs 12 full-time safety professionals who travel from job site to job site for training and safety audits. Each site foreman completes a daily safety task analysis where specific hazards can be discussed and resolved prior to performing work.

· Boldt established a toll-free hotline so employees can call anonymously to report safety issues. 

The Boldt Company provides master planning, design management, general contracting and construction management services to customers in a variety of industrial, institutional, healthcare, renewable energy and commercial markets nationwide. Oscar J. Boldt Construction is one of Wisconsin's largest contractors and is among the top-ranked general contractors in the nation. Headquartered in Wisconsin, the company has 14 offices throughout the United States. For more information visit  www.boldt.com. To learn more about the Minnesota Safety Council see their website www.mnsafetycouncil.org 
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